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Introduction

Energy is central to sustainable development and 
human rights for billions, but links between 
human rights, climate change, and energy remain 
underdeveloped

‘Human rights approach’ could accelerate 
progress towards universal access while 
addressing climate change and inequalities
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A Human Rights Approach to Energy

Discursive element: Using human rights discourse to provide a normative 
frame for policy and action on energy

Mainstreaming element: Incorporating human rights norms into energy 
policy and practice at all levels

Litigation element: Using legal claims to ensure accountability for energy-
related human rights issues. 
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Framing Energy as a Human Rights Issue 

Human rights provide a 
basis for universal 
energy access as a 

prerequisite for human 
dignity and equality

A human rights approach 
promotes integrated 

action on energy access, 
sustainability, and 

equality



Mainstreaming Human Rights in Energy Practice

Enhancing capacity 
for data collection 
and disaggregation 
to understand 
energy-related 
inequalities

01
Ensuring 
participation of 
marginalized groups 
in energy decision-
making

02
Incorporating human 
rights safeguards 
into energy laws and 
policies.

03
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Mainstreaming Human Rights at the Multilateral Level

Promoting synergies between human rights, SDGs, and climate change 
reporting and review processes

Integrating human rights and climate commitments into Nationally 
Determined Contributions.



Litigation for Energy Justice 

Invoking human rights against 

governments and companies 

for climate inaction

Potential to promote systemic 

change, e.g. the Shell case 

linking SDGs and Paris 

Agreement
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World map of climate cases

US    1564

Australia      128

North America

Canada                34
Mexico                 18

Latin America

Argentina            10
Ecuador              3
Brazil                   36
Chile                    8
Colombia             10 
Guyana                3
Peru                     1

Europe

UK                           81
Germany                 42
Spain                       17
France                      24
Poland                      9
Ireland                       4
Netherlands               7
Austria                       3
Czech Republic         3
Denmark                    2

Switzerland               3
Belgium                     6
Norway                      2
Ukraine                      2
Luxembourg              1
Estonia                      1 
Sweden                     2
Italy                            6
Slovenia                     1

Africa

South Africa          9 
Uganda                 2
Kenya                   2
Nigeria                  2

Asia Pacific

New Zealand           27
Pakistan                   6
India                         11
Japan                       5
Philippines               3
Nepal                       1
South Korea            3
Taiwan                     1
Indonesia                 12
Malaysia                   1
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‘Rights turn’ in climate litigation



Advisory opinions of the 

International Court of the 

Justice (the ‘World Court’) 

are general statements by 

the main UN judicial body 

regarding what international 

law requires on a certain 

issue, and they command 

great legal and symbolic 

authority..
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Conclusion

Human rights provide a 
normative basis and 
accountability mechanisms to 
address shortcomings of SDG7

1

A human rights approach 
promotes an integrated, equitable 
transition aligned with climate 
imperatives

2



Thank you!
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